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The UrbanHeatEquality project

Marginalized social groups, such as people with a lower socio-
economic background, with a migration background, residents

with disabilities or elderly residents, are particularly vulnerable . o Z Scores
to urban heat"234, Nature-based Solutions (NbS), such as Mapping vulnerability =§§5;§
green spaces, roofs and facades, are a common approach to We are currently finalizing a heat risk ;ff_‘ff
reduce vulnerability to heat stress. However, NbS planning and index consisting of 27 indicators for the
Implementation processes often ignore questions of social dimensions hazard, exposure and
equality® and can even exacerbate social inequalities through social vulnerability. Our stakeholder
green gentrification or other displacement dynamics®’. group conducted an initial qualitative
Consequently, the question of justice is highly relevant expert-based weighting of the social
because it reflects how the output and outcome of current vulnerability indicators, later refined in
adaptation policy processes affect different forms of a quantifiable take-home exercise
vulnerability in urban areas. UrbanHeatEquality aims to (below). The map of Vienna displays
analyze how the implementation of NbS to urban heat stress the minor differences of unweighted
affects social equality in Vienna and to assess the and weighted social vulnerability
consequences for the resilience of urban areas. indicators (upper vs. lower map) .
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Transdisciplinary approach

Collaboration with a diverse stakeholder group through several interactive
workshops is a cornerstone of UrbanHeatEquality. The project‘s transdisciplinary
approach aims to facilitate knowledge integration and to contribute to the quality,

legitimacy and acceptance of the results. The group consists of representatives of

Heat tips from Viennese for Viennese 18 organizations, including different municipal departments of the City of Vienna,

.Recogniz.ing multiple fc?rms .°f vulnerability  and th?“’ interest groups and civil society actors. Upon their suggestion, we have compiled a
Intersections, | in-depth |nter\{|ews and focus groups .W'th respository of knowledge on urban heat, climate change and justice with a focus on
vulnerable residents all over Vienna (above) provided insights Austria on our project website: https://urbanheat.boku.ac.at/.

Into their experiences and perceptions of urban heat. Results
are being analyzed along four main categories:

1. Individual adaption strategies to urban heat stress

2. Use and perception of urban areas and infrastructures
3. Vulnerabilities and negative impacts of urban heat

4. Needs and suggestions of vulnerable groups

Based on the participants® suggested adaptations of behavior,
daily routines and socio-spatial practices, we are working on a
poster series “from Viennese for Viennese” for summer 2024.
These posters will be freely available online and distributed to
our stakeholder group for use in their organizations.
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