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Overall aim: Performance of a highly-interdisciplinary and detailed assessment of the impact of a changing 
meteorology and hydrology, including future glacier evolution, changes of the seasonal snow cover on 
hydropower supply and the overall electricity sector in Austria, with a special focus on critical periods like        
heat waves or dry periods in summer as well as dark doldrums during winter. 

Importance: 

1. the very high importance of hydropower production in Austria for the domestic electricity sector, 

2. changing hydrological systems and the disruption of snow and glacier contribution to hydropower production  

3. ambitious Austrian energy and climate targets that call for a rapid transformation of the entire energy system 
towards carbon neutrality. 
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Explicit statement on the impact of
glacier loss, snow cover changes and 
the Alpine water cycle due to Climate 

Change for the energy sector

Energy models: 
AIT-Market Flow & 
Balmorel

Meteorological Input Data

Snowpack model: Alpine3D
SWE, snow & ice melt/area
Runoff generation per cell

Hydrological model: 
COSERO

 Discharge

Glacier information: 
OGGM  Longterm ice 
volume / area / 
dynamics changes

U
nd

er
ca

tc
h

co
rre

ct
io

n

3



Klimatag 2024, ACRP14 – HyMELT-CC – KR21KB0K0000103.04.2024 4



Klimatag 2024, ACRP14 – HyMELT-CC – KR21KB0K0000103.04.2024

 Hourly data (several variables) for high-alpine case study regions domains Zillertal & Maltatal, resolution 
4 km (underlying 250 m grid)

 Regridding, temporal disaggregation daily  hourly data for all variables

 Special emphasis on precipitation correction, as simulated discharge was too less compared to 
observed reservoir inflow, indicating too little precipitation in glaciated areas 

 Historical data (1990-2022) + selection of representative climate projections covering 21st century 

 Daily data (temperature, precipitation) for discharge modelling for whole Austria  ÖKS 15 [2] selection

EURO-CORDEX Model [1] Closest Socioeconomic Shared Pathway (SSP) median Precip. behavior

MPI-M-MPI-ESM-LR_rcp45_r1i1p1_CLMcom-CCLM4-8-17 1-2.6 (Paris agreeing) Dry

ICHEC-EC-EARTH_rcp85_r1i1p1_KNMI-RACMO22E 3-7.0 Mixed

MPI-M-MPI-ESM-LR_rcp85_r1i1p1_CLMcom-CCLM4-8-17 2-4.5 / 3-7.0 Dry

ICHEC-EC-EARTH_rcp85_r12i1p1_SMHI-RCA4 3-7.0 / 5-8.5 (Business as usual) Wet
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Poster: Undercatch corrected precipitation
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Variable Unit Additional preparation methods Used for Used data sets

Temperature °C Input for Alpine3D, OGGM 
and COSERO

SPARTACUS [3,4]

Wind Speed m/s Ridge regression machine learning approach Input for Alpine3D GeoSphere station data [5]

Wind Direction °N Creation of one representative wind direction field per 
month for days with and without precipitation

Input for Alpine3D INCA [6]

Radiation kWh Aspect-dependent radiation correction Input for Alpine3D APOLIS [7]
INCA [6]

Precipitation mm Quality control of data set and local station data

Undercatch correction using a elevation regression 
derived from undercatch-corrected local station data 
[10]

Input for Alpine3D, OGGM 
and COSERO

SPARTACUS [3,4] 
Stations from various 
sources
ERA5-Land [8]
CHELSA [9]

Potential Evapotranspiration mm Derived quantity using the FAO 56 Penman-Monteith 
equation [11]

Validation for COSERO SPARTACUS [3,4]
APOLIS [7]
ERA5-Land [8]

Relative Humidity % Input for Alpine3D SPARTACUS [3,4]
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Uncorrected precipitation

Corrected 
precipitation
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Mean monthly and cumulative water balance using the first 
meteo product (M1) in the Kölnbrein catchment as input for the 
COSERO [12] model.

Mean monthly and cumulative water balance using the second 
meteo product (M2) in the Kölnbrein catchment as input for the 
COSERO model.

Observed runoff
Simulated runoff
Precipitation
Actual Evapotranspiration

Kölnbrein basin 
in the Maltatal
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 Satellite-based snow depth and 
cover information

 Glacier outline, mass balance and
thickness information

 Runoff and reservoir inflow data

NSE=0.62;KGE=0.80;CORR=0.81

Hydrological simulation with the hydrological model COSERO [12] 
compared to inflow observations into the Kölnbrein reservoir
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Water equivalent on glaciers

Glacier mass balance simulation with glacier model
OGGM [13] for Groß- and Kleinelendkees in Maltatal
and reference glacier

Basis for coupling with Alpine3D [14] & Cosero [12] in 
a next step



Work packages 
HyMELT-CC

Project Year 1 Project Year 2 Project Year 3
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WP1

WP2

WP3

WP4

WP5
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03.04.2024

Synergies:

Changes:

Dissemination:• SNOWPOWER (VERBUND)
• SnowModVis (HyWa)
• Groundwater Recharge Study (HyWa)
• G-MONARCH (HyWa) etc.

• Journal 
publication in 
preparation
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in some WP-tasks due to several meteo-
hydro-iterations in high-alpine catchments

ACRP-project

• Explicit statement on the impact of glacier 
loss, snow cover changes and the Alpine 
water cycle for the energy sector

Next steps: • Future simulation of alpine case study areas
• Hydrological simulation of entire Austria
• Coupling with energy modelling

• HydroCarpath 2024:
• Ehrendorfer et al. (2023) [15]
• Lücking et al. (2023) [16]
• Pulka et al. (2023) [17]

• EGU 2024:
• Ehrendorfer et al. (2024) [18]
• Maier et al. (2024) [19]

High resolution snow, glacier and hydrological modelling and evaluation in the case study regions in the past 

High resolution model application in the case study regions for 21st century 

Upscaling the hydrological model for Austrian wide application 

Impact due to CC on hydropower and the overall electricity sector

Project management 



Meteorological input

Hydrological modelling

Energy modelling

Climate Change

Snowpack & Glacier modelling
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Thank you 
for your 

attention!

https://www.foto-webcam.eu/webcam/schlegeis/2023/09/08/1300
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